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THE LIGHT BEFORE THE DARK: A CHRONOLOGY
OF RUSSIAN EVENTS, FEBRUARY-OCTOBER 1917

The Communists of the world will celebrate the 40th anniver-
sary of Communist seizure of power in Russia on 7 November 1957.
That day 40 years ago, however, marked more than just a Communist
(then Bolshevik) selzure of power; 1t also marked the extingulsh-
ment of the flame of civil liberty and democratic government in
Russia, and the passage of the Russian people from the hopeful
light of freedom into the dark despalr of Communist despotism.

That flame was, admittedly, still in its infancy, but 1t was
struggling vigorously for exilstence and was dally growing in
strength, Had it not been snuffed out by the Bolsheviks on
7 November 1917, the Russian people would very likely today be
enjoying the life of free wen instead of merely existing as the
oppressed subjects of a tyrannlical and despotlc regilme, unparalleled
in history, in which all thought and effort are exerted for the
well-being of the Communist Party and its members and none for the
ordinary citizen. i

It is too often forgotten that the Bolghevik Revolution was
not directed against the autocratic Tsarist regime which had for
centuries oppressed the Russian people (though Tsarist oppression
was liberty compared to the oppression imposed by the Communists),
but against a democratic government which had freed Russia from
Tsarist rule by means of the first 1917 revolution (the February
Revolution) and which was laboring to bring the beneflts of
democracy and liberty to the people. "It was this regime which
was overthrown by the Bolshevik (i.e., the October) Revolution
of 7 November 1917.

The February Revolution was a spontaneous, moderate movement
which sought to replace the incompetent and autocratic govern-
ment of the Tsar with a more effective, representative and pro-
gressive liberal regime. During its existence from February to
October, this Provisional Government, despite the turmoil of
war and the attendant economic and social upheavals and 4iffi-
culties, as well as the manifold problems inherent in any radical
change of government, made great and steady progress towards 1ts
goals. The govermment reflected the deepest desires of the
great mass of the Russian people and therefore commanded the
cooperation of all the princilpal political parties then exisgting--
Socialist, Social Democratic (Menshevik), Social Revolutionary,
and Constitutional Democratic (Cadet).

The only party which refused to cooperate with the Provisional
Government was the very small, but fanatic, Bolshevik Party.
Only the Bolsheviks endeavored to obstruct the efforts of the
new regime and to prevent it from functioning effectively. They
were not concerned with the welfare of the people but only wilth
securing power for themselves. Therefore, since they them-
selves had not carried out the February Revolution and did not
then control the government, they deprecated it and pretended
that it was simply a front for the ruling classes. And since the
new regime professed Socialist rather than Marxist 1deals and
goals, they declared that the 1nterests of the common people were
belng betrayed.
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Using these hypocritical charges as a Justification for their
obstructionist, conspiratorial, and undermining activities, the
Bolsheviks, from the beginning, systematically sabotaged the
government and its efforts, For they knew that only by prevent-
ing the realization by the government of 1ts liberal program
could they create a situation in which they could selze the power
they so desperately craved. To thls end, the Bolsheviks delib-
erately sowed discord, susplclon, and mutlny among the people and
army. At the same time they presented themselves to the Russian
people as the only true protectors of the revolution and endeavored
to win support by making wildly extravagant promises (none of
which were fulfilled after they selzed power?.

In particular the Bolsheviks exerted every possible effort
(successfully, as it turned out) to capture control of the soviets—-
‘workers?, peasants', and soldiers' councils--which had sprung up
all over Russia. Control of the sgoviets proved, in fact, to be
the basis for the Bolshevik success 1in October, for the soviets
exercised enormous power. The Petrograd Soviet at Ffirst and then
later the Central Executive Committee of the All-Russian Congress
of Sovlets exercised power almost as extensive as that held by
the Provisional Government itself. There was, 1n fact, virtually
a dual government in Russia.

It cannot be ‘denied that the government, by permitting this
sharlng of power, helped materially to dig its own grave; but
it is also proof that the government was sincere in its efforts
to reflect the will of the people and to associate them in the
processges of government. Certainly it was a far different
sltuation than that mow prevailing in Russia in which the Commu-
nist Party exerclses a monopoly of political power while the
ordinary cltizen has no rights but only the duty to obey what-
ever orders the Party issues.

The above statements can easily be verified, for the truth
is revealed by the actions of the Provisional Government during
the period of light (February to October) to bring freedom and
democracy to Russia, and by the actions of the Bolsheviks during
the same period to prevent this from happening, as the attached
chronology shows,
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Date
(01d style)

Date
(New Style)

8 Apr

10 Apr

14 Apr

17 Apr

18 Apr

20 Apr

24-29 Apr

21 Apr

23 Apr

o7 Apr

30 Apr

1 May

3 May

7-12 May

April 1917

Event

"ppril Thesed rejected by Bol-
shevik Petrograd Committee

Lenin publishes The Tagks of the

The vote was 13 to 2, with one abstention.

Proletariat in our Revolution

Bolshevik Petrograd District
Committee asks immedlate forma-
tion of Red Guard

Izvestia editorial

May 1917

Milyukov note to Allies

Bolsheviks organize anti-government
demonstrations under slogan "Down

with MiTyukov"

All-Russian Party Conference of
Bolsheviks

Comment

Lenin
had not yet persuaded his colleagues that illegal
conduct on behalf of the party was preferable to
legal conduct on behalf of the nation.

Tn this tract Lenin explicitly endorsed the right
of self-determination and of secession. But once
the Communists attained power, they ruthlessly
suppressed all attempts by non-Russian peoples to
exercise these rights, which shows the emptiness
of Bolshevik promises during this period of light.

This resolution, also adopted by the Moscow party
committee, was another step toward illegal selzure
of power.

Lenin's attacks on the Provisional Govermment had
drawn such strong criticism from all non-Bolshevik
quarters that Izvestia felt obliged to make a
personal defense of Tenin in an editorial.

The note promised that Russia would continue in the
war.

Lenin had by now gained control of the party ma-
chinery, and the conference adopted the slogan

1711 power to the Soviets" in approving Lenin's
idea that the govermment must be -overthrown. That
this was orly a tactical move is showm by the fact
that, once in power themselves, the Communists
reduced the soviets to impotence and reserved all

- power to the party. At the meeting Stalln repeated
the Bolshevik promise to respect the right of self-

determination.
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Date
(014 Style)

Date
(New Style)

27 Apr

30 Apr

2 May
3 May

4 May

5 May

6 May

10 May

13 May

15 May
16 May

17 May
18 May

19 May

-May 1917
Event

Premier Lvov suggests coalition
government

Guchkov resigns as Minister of

‘War

All-Russian Soviet appeals to
army to continue fighting in
defense of Russla

Milyukov resigns as Minister
of Foreign Affairs
Trotsky arrives in Russia

Coalition Government formed

Executive Committee of the Soviet

officially endorses new govern-
ment and its program

Comment

Lvov invited the Petrograd Soviet to share power
and responsibility by nominating members to a
coalition cabinet. The offer, initially refused
on 30 April/12 May, was later accepted after the
resignation of Milyukov.

This was an effective refutation of the Bolshevik
elaim that it was only Tsarist agents and traitors
to the working class that desired continuation

of the war.

On the same day the goverrment withdrew Milyukov's
note of 18 April/l May.

The new cabinet comprised 2 Mensheviks, 2 Social
Revolutionaries, 2 Independent Socialists, plus
6 Socialists representing the Soviet, including
Kerensky as Minister of War and Marine. The
cabinet's official program included: peace on the
basis of national self-determination without an-
nexations or indemnities; consolidation and demo-
cratization of the army; organization of mational
economic life; protection of labor; question of
land distribution to be left to Constituent
Assembly; revision of tax system to shift burden
to propertied class; strengthening of local demo=-
cratic self-government; and convening of Consti-
tuent Assembly as soon as possible. This was a
truly liberal, socialistic program, but the Bol-
sheviks rejected it because it was not Marxista
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PROLOGUE TO INFAMY: A CHRONOLOGY OF
COMMUNISM! S FIRST YEAR OF POWER

November 7, 1957 will mark the 40th anniversary of Com-
munist rule in Russia. Already the Soviet propaganda machine
has begun to spew forth reams of material in connectlon with
that event, most of it designed to point up the "miraculous"”
changes for the better which the Communists have succeeded in
effecting in Russia durlng thelr years of power.

Communist propaganda, both in general and that currently
being issued, implies, 1f 1t does not explicitly claim, that
the advent of Communism in 1917 was the result of unanimous
demand and support by the peoples of the areas which today
constitute the Soviet Unlon; that immediately upon their
assumption of power, a veritable paradise on earth was created
which has, slnce then, constantly increased in perfection.

The truth is, however, that in November 1917 the Communists
(or Bolsheviks as they were then called) were but a small minor-
ity who imposed its rule by force; that the peoples of vast
sections of Russia hated Communism and resisted the Communigsts
to the limits of their abillity; that almost all of the non-
Russian peoples of the Russlan Emplre attempted to exercise
the right of self-determination (which the Bolsheviks hypo-
eritically had promlsed to recognize) and to establish independent
states, only to have their efforts suppressed by Red Army
aggression; that Russia, far from becomlng a paradise, was
converted into one huge Jjall which was the scene of warfare,
tyranny, famine, 1nsurrection and carnage.

About 350 years ago, Shakespeare wrote 1n one of his plays,
The Tempest, that "what 1s past is prologue,”" meaning that
the past actions of a nation are an indication of what it will
do in the future. In view of the Communists' 40-year record
of unparalleled despotism, aggression, bad-faith, cruelty and
hypocrisy, there can be no doubt that these same elements will
characterize Soviet actiong in the future, The maxim 1s equally
valld when projected backward in time. That 1s, the record
of the Communists during their first year in power provided a
reliable indication of what was to follow during the ensuring
30 years. The illegalitys treachery, bad-falth, aggression
and tyranny practiced by the Communists in 1917-1918 was but
the prologue to 39 more years of the same which differed only
in detall and degree but not 1n essence, as the attached
chronology willl show.
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Date

7 December
(cont)

10 December

11 December

11 December

15 December

15 December

17 December

18 December

December 1917

Event

Cpimean Kurultai (Constituent Assembly) s
which had opened at Bakhchisaral on i
o6 November, appoints 5-man directory

as govermment of Crimean Tatar Republilc

Fourth Regional Muslim Congress at
Kokand proclaims territorial autonomy

of Turkestan

Lithuanian Diet proclaims independence
of Lithuanila

Armistice signed at Brest=Litovsk

Invitation to Join Bolshevik movement
re jected by Tsalikov, leader of the
Kazan Muslims, because of Red mis-
tpeatment of minorities.

Soviet ultimatum to the Ukrainian Rada

Tatablishment of the Supreme Council
of National Economy

Significance

throughout the 30 years of Sovlet power, Islam has
been persecuted, mosques have been destroyed or
desecrated, and Muslims prevented from performing

" most of their religious duties. The declaration

was one of the most blatant examples of Communist
hypocrisy and duplicity.

The Crimean Tatars were the first Muslim people
of Russia to refute Lenin's claim that Communism
was heralded stsHSOSmH% by all the peoples of

Russia.

‘The Soviets had requested The Germans for an
armistice and agreed to immediate peace nNego-

tiations.

The declaration of 7 December did not delude
Russian Muslims into putting faith in the
Communists.

This was the first clear indication that the
Soviet promise to recognize the right of self-
determination was nothing but a hypocritical
attempt to secure support for the Bolsheviks.

This was one of the first measures designed to
bring every phase of Russian economy under
party control.
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Date

20 December

22 December

24 December

26 December

27 December

30 December

31 December

31 December

December 1917

Event

Cheka established

Peace negotiations begin at Brest-
Litovsk

Ioviet Commissariat of Education assumes

control of church seminaries and other
schools and their property

Kazak-Kirghiz establish government of
Alash-0Orda at Semipalatinsk
Nationalization of banks

Army ranks and titles abollshed

Civil marriage and divorce decreed;
chureh ceremonies for same decree
invalid

Byelorussian Congress dispersed by
Bolsheviks

Significance

Before the Revolution, abolition of the Okrana had,
been a principal feature of the Bolshevik program.
The Commmunists did indeed abollsh the Okrana,

but now they established thelr own secret police
organization, the Cheka (later known as the OGEU
and NKVD), which from the beginning was many

times worse than the Okrana had ever been.

On 7 December the Soviets had promised to leave
Muslim institutions and customs unaffected. Now
Muslim schools, an integral part of the Muslim
community, were confiscated.

This was a major element in the Bolshevik promise
for a classless society. But compare the present
Red Army with its imposing rank system, gaudy
uniforms, and bemedalled generals and marshals.

Thig constituted a serious attack by the Commu-
nists on the sanctity of the family. It was a
violation also of the pledge made to Muslims,
for Islamic law requires that marriage and
divorce of Muslims be executed according to
religious forms.

The Communists were certain that the Congress would
vote for Byelorussilan independence, therefore

they forcibly dispersed the Congress before it
could take any action.
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Date

5 January

12 January
18 January

19 January

22 January

23 January

23-31 January

28 umscmdw

31 Januvary

January 1918

Event

Obligatory Red Guard service decreed
for Petrograd proletariat

Latvia proclaims its independence
Constituent Assembly opens

Constituent Assembly dissolved by
Bolsheviks

Declaration of Ukrainian independence
by Ukrainian Rada

Subordination of trade unions to the
Soviet government

Third All-Russian Congress of Soviets
meets in Petrograd

Sovnarkom (Council of People's Commissars)

decrees organization of the Red Army

Enactment of the Law on Land Socializa- -

tion

Significance

The decree was a clear indication that the Bolsheviks
had failed to win a sufficient following to enable
them to recruit on a voluntary basis the military
force they needed to stay in power.

The first vote taken by the Assembly was a defeat
for the Communists, therefore they dissolved it.
It spelled an end to any chance for democracy

in Russia, for ever since that time the Communist
Party, not the people, has exercised zll power.

Trade unions are everywhere the protectors of
the rights of labor., But by the present decree,
the Communists converted them into an appendage
of the Communist Party.

The Congress issued a Declaration on the Rights
of the Tolling and Exploited Peoples, another
meaningless statement since the Bolsheviks in
actuality recognized no rights for anyone which
did not serve to consolidate their own exclusive
control.

This was the unequivocal betrayal of the peasants
since the law provided that henceforth all land
belonged to the state without exception.
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Date
5 February
8 February
10 February
11 February
12 February
17 February
19 February
19 February
22 February
24 February

February 1918

Event

Separation of church and state

Red forces occupy Kiev, depose and
suppress the Ukrainian Rada

Cancellation of all Russian financial
obligations

Muglim-Bolshevik conflict begins in
Kokand

Bolshevik forces bombard zcmHHE quarter
of Kokand

Ukrainian mmmm asks Qmaﬁms help against
Soviet invasion

Red forces storm 0ld City of Kokand

Soviet government agrees to terms of
Brest-Litovsk treaty

Kokand Muslims forced to acknowledge
authority of Tashkent Council of People's
Commissars

Estonia proclaims its Hs@mﬁQSanomm

Significance

Another step in the campalign to impoverish and
discredit religion. Since this date, religious
freedom in the Soviet Union has meant freedom of
anti-religious propaganda.

A flagrant example of Communist aggression and
violation of the pledge to recognize the desd
of self-determination.

International law provides that every state must
honor its international obligations, including

debts, even though the form of government of the

state has undergone a fundamental change. This
was but the first of many examples of Communist
contempt for the requirements of international
law.

The capture of the 0ld City was followed by three
days of pillage and massacre, after which the
Communists burned the town. This is a good
example of Communist indifference to the laws

of humanity and war. What they cannot control
they prefer to destroy.

The Communists used this agreement as proof that
Turkestan's Muslims wanted to remain in the Soviet

Union, pretending that it had been given voluntarily.
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Date

3 March
10 March

12 March

14 March

15 March

25 March

2 April

2-5 April

22 April

22 April

March 1918

Event

Treaty of Brest-Litovsk signed

Soviets ratify Treaty of Brest-Litovsk

Government and party headquarters
moved to Moscow

Bolshevik attack on Bukharsa

Fourth All-Russian Congress of Soviets

approves Treaty of Brest-Litovsk

Byelorussian Declaration of Independence

April 1918

Sovnarkom decrees compulsory exchange
of commodities for grain

Baku Muslims massacred by Armenian
Dashnaks under direction of Ispolkom

(Executive Committee of the Baku
Soviet)

Transcaucasian Republic proclaims its
independence ,

Entire adult population of the Soviet
Union made ligble for compulsory
mllitary and labor service

Significance
ool talile

From this time on the Kremlin became the symbol
of Communist tyranny and oppression.

The Red forces under Kolesov were defeated by

local patriots and were compelled to retreat to
Tashkent on 18 March.

By 1 January 1919, invading Communist forces had

seized control and Byelorussian independence
came to an end.

Peasant resistance to
to withold crops,
measures to solve
had arisen.

Communist measures led them
S0 the Communists took coercive
the serious food shortage that

Because the Baku Muslims were strongly anti-
Communist, the Soviets, as they had done in

Kokand, chose to destroy what they could not
control.

The Communists had condemned the "slave"

moosos%
under the Tsars.

Now they themselves introduced
forced labor. Since this time no Russian worker
has been free to choose his own job but has had
to work where the government orders. The Soviets
later expanded the system to create a real slave
labor force under 0GPU (later NKVD) direction.
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Date

22 April

23 April

25 April

27 April

28 April

9 May

11 May

11 May

16-19 May

April 1918

Event
Foreign trade nationalized
Reds arrest members of Kazan Shura
(Assembly) who voted for autonomy
Officers of All-Russian Muslim Movement

arrested in Ufa

CEC (All-Russian Central Executive Com-
mittee) abolishes right of inheritance

Don Voisko Republic established

May 1918

CEC decrees food dictatorship; estab-
lishes system of forced food deliveries

Delegates to the Don Krug (Assembly),
meeting in Novocherkassk, elect
General Krasnov as Ataman (Chief Executive)

North-Caucasian Federation declares its
independence

Red Army dm<ow¢ at Saratov

Significance

The Kazan Tatars were another Muslim people who
attempted to exercise the right of self-

determination only to meet with Communist suppression.

Another violation of the 7 December pledge not to
disturb Muslim customs and traditions, since for
Muslims inheritance is a matter regulated U%
religious law.

The Cossacks of the Don were not basically opposed
to remaining a part of Russia, but they most
emphatically did not wilish to be @m%d of a Russia
ruled by the Communists.

Communist rule had resulted in famine conditions
by May 1918. To solve the problem, the govern-
ment instituted compulsory food delivery quotas
for peasants without regard for the fact of
whether or not the quota left the peasant with
enough food for his own needs. This quota system
resulted in the starvation of millions of peasants
during the collectivization drive in the 1930's.
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Date

17 May

20 May

23 May

26 May

29 May

29 May

30 May

May 1918

Event

Civil war begins in the south

CEC declares war on kulaks

Conference of factory-shop delegates

at Moscow calls for strike against
government, denounces latter's mis-
taken policies and terroristic policies.

Trariscaucasian Federation dissolved
Georgila proclaims its independence

Sovnarkom declares martial law in Moscow

Supreme Revolutionary Tribunal
established by CEC

Sovnarkom issues an appeal to the Don
and Kuban Cossacks for support; declares
the Don region an integral part of the
RSFSR

10

Significance

The hollowness of Communist claims of wildespread

" support among the people of Russia 1is shown by the

many attempts of varlous peoples to secede as
well as by the existence of cilvil war and revolts
among its own conscripted military forces.

To turn peasant attention from violations of pro-
mises made to the peasants by the Communists,

the government attempted to arouse the wrath of
poorer. peasants against their richer or more
sucecessful colleagues.

This action, supported also by the Congress of
Railway Workers, demonstrated that the Communists
did not command the support even of large sectors
of the working class.

Although the Soviet government at first signed a
treaty with Georgia which recognized the latter's
independence, Communist forces later 1nvaded the
country and forcibly reincorporated it into the
Soviet Union. The same fate also befell Georgila's
sister republics of Armenia and Azerbaidjan.

If the Communist regime was as warmly welcomed

by the people as the Communists allege, it is hard
to understand why the government found 1t necessary
to institute martial law in the very capital of

the country.

This was an extra-legal court set up to try people
for the crime of being anti-Communist.
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Date

1 June
5 June

8 June

11 June

14 June

17 June

21 June

22 June
mm June

30 June

June 1918

Event

Crimean Tatar government formed at
Sevastopol

Don Cossacks reject Sovnarkom appeal;

proclaim an independent Republic

Anti-Communist governments formed at
Samara and Omsk

Establishment of Committees of Poor
Peasants to carry out grain seizures

Mensheviks and Socialist Revolutionaries

expelled from the CEC

Anti-Communist insurrection at Tambov

Supreme Revolutionary Tribunal decrees

death sentence for Admiral Shchastnyil

Sovnarkom appeals to railway workers
not to strike

Nationalization of all large-scale
industrial and commercial enterprises

Murmansk Soviet rejects orders of Moscow

regime ,

11

Significance

This wWas not an exercise of the right of self-
determination but attempts by patriotic Russians
to establish a representative goverrnment to
oppose the usurping Communist regime.

Another Communist attempt to provoke internecine
struggle among the peasantry and, at the same

time, to help solve the increasingly serious
food shortage.

Since  this date, only Communist party members
or sympathizers have been permitted to occupy
any posltion of political power.

This action occurred despite the fact that the
Communists themselves had abolished the death
penalty on November 8, 1917. The action
illustrates Communist contempt for legal require-
ments; even those of laws they themsélves have
enacted.
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Date

30 June

1-3 July

4 July

6 July

8 July
8 July

10 July

10 July

12 July

June 1918

FEvent

Strikes or any form of work stoppage
declared equivalent to treason

July 1918

Peasant riots in Perm, Rzhev, and
Tver

Siberian Regional Duma, sitting at
Omsk, proclaims Siberia an
independent republic

Insurrection in Moscow, Petrograd,
Yaroslav and 23 other Central Russian
cities

Insurrection at Murom

A Provisional Government of Autonomous
Siberia proclaimed at Vladivostok

Soviet commander-in-chief on the Volga
front rebels against Bolsheviks

First Soviet constitution adopted

Decree forbidding religious instruction
in schools

12

Significance

This resolution, adopted by the Communist-controlled
Joint Conference of Factory-Shop Committees and
Trade Unions, emphasized the now complete Communist
control of the worker. The strike is everywhere

the workers most effective weapon for improving

his 1lot. The Russian worker was henceforth com-
pelled to accept the work conditions and wages
decreed unilaterally by the Soviet govermment.

Despite congtitutlional clause reaffirming right
of self-determination and describing the Soviet
Union as a voluntary union of peoples, the
Communists continued to use force to prevent
secesslons.,
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July 1918

Date Event
16 July Tsar and family murdered at Yekaterinburg
21 July , Conference of Workers Delegates at

Moscow criticizes govermment's economic
policies, which resulted in arrest of
all members two days later

31 July Baku Soviet overthrown by Caspian
sallors

August 1918

2 August Anti-Communist government established at
Archangel
3 August Decree of Agriculture Commissariat lays
i basis for completely planned agrarilan
economy
4 August Sovnarkom establishes food requisition

cordons to facilitate compulsory food
deliveries by peasants

7 August Workers of Izhevsk revolt agains?t
Bolsheviks
20 August CEC abolishes right to own any real

estate of any kind

27 August Supplementary peace treaty with Germany
gigned

30 August Attempt on Lenin's life in Moscowg
Uritsky, a Cheka official, killed in
Petrograd

13

Significance

Additonal evidence that the Communists were not
concerned with the welfare of the worker or

cared what he thought. All the Communists wanted
5F the worker was unguestioning obedience to
Communist Party orders. .

Russian sailors had originally been among the
most active revolutionaries, but by now even they
had realized the true character of the Soviet
despotism,

Previous decrees had stripped the peasant of his
land. Now the Communists took title even to

his house.
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Date

31 August

2 September

3 September

5 September

14 September

7 October

8 October

Event

British Embassy at Petrograd raided
by Cheka

August 1918

v

Significance
The immunity of diplomatic quarters is one of the
oldest and firmest established rules of inter-
national law. This raid by the Cheka demonstrated
once again the Communist contempt for international

law and the established rules of international
relations.

September 1918

512 hostages shot by the Cheka in
Petrograd

Unemployed forbidden to refuse work

Sovnarkom legalizes use of terror

Baku captured by the Turks

Qcltober 1918

Poles in Warsaw proclaim independence

Uniiversity law

14

This was only the first of many large-scale
massacres of innocent people by the Cheka and its
successors., Who does not recall the NKVD murder
of 4,000 Polish officers in Katyn Forest and of
entire peoples Ao:mormS:Hsmzmsn Crimean Tatars,
Kalmyks, Balkars, etc.) during World War II?

Another 1link in ﬁ:m Communist enslavement of the
Russian people.

The Soviet regime, by this act, announced to the
world that terror, murder, torture, and agsassina-
tion formed an integral .part of Soviet government
policy. This policy has never been changed and

is still in effect today.

“Since enactment of this law, academic freedom

has been unknown in the Soviet Union, No teacher
is allowed to teach anything considered contrary
to Communist doctrine or which would reveal the
truth about anything as contrasted to the false-
hood disseminated by the govermment and party.
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Date

26 October
30 October
30 October

31 October

4 November

8 November

13 November

17 November

21 November

October 1918

Event

Significance

Sovnarkom orders 35.5 dwpwwosm of rubles
in banknotes printed

Sovnarkom levies 10 billion ruble tax
on remaining bourgeoisie

CEC issues new decree on compulsory food
deliveries by peasants

New Sovnarkom decree on universal com-
pulsory labor duty

November 1918°

All-Russian Provisional Government pro- This marked another attempt by non-Communist

claimed in Ufa Russians to organize a govermment in opposition

to the Soviet regime.

All-~Russian Congress of Soviets demands The savagery of the Cheka was too much for even

end of Cheka excesses many revolutionaries to countenance. But by now
the Congress of Soviets no longer possessed any
real power, for the Communist Party was in com-
plete control .

CEC repudiates Treaty of Brest-Litovsk The Communists had petitioned the Germans Tfor
an armistice and then for a peace treaty, which
they willingly had signed. ©Now they repudiated
it. This was another example of Communist dis-
regard of the norms of international relations.
Soviet repudiation and violation of treaties
solemnly entered into became commonplace especially
since the end of World War II.

Crimean Tatar government finally
suppressed

Sovnarkom abolishes private trade

15
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Date

22 November

5 December

8 December

22 December

23 December

November 1918

Event

Red Army units occupy Estonia, parts
of Latvia and Lithuania

Significarice

December 1918

CEC establishes Department of Soviet
Propaganda,

Sovnarkom recognizes independence of
Estonia

Independence of Latvia and Lithuania

recognized

CEC dissolves All-Russian Teachers Union

16

Estonia, as well as Latvia and Lithuania which
were recognized two weeks later, retained their
independence until 1940 when the Red Army occupied
them and the three countries were forcibly incor-
porated into the Soviet Union.

The Union was not Communist-controlled, therefore
the Communists suppressed it. The teachers!

union which has since taken its place is nothing
but an obedient mouthpiece of the Communist Party.
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THE LIGHT BEFORE THE DARK: A CHRONOLOGY
OF RUSSIAN EVENTS, FEBRUARY-OCTOBER 1917

The Communists of the world will celebrate the 40th anniver-
sary of Communlst selzure of power in Russla on 7 November 1957.
That. day 40 years ago, however, marked more than just a Communist
(then Bolshevik) seizure of power; it also marked the extinguish-
ment of the flame of civil liberty and democratic government Iin
Russia, and the passage of the Russlan people from the hopeful
light of freedom 1nto the dark despalr of Communlst despotism.

That flame was, admittedly, still in its infancy, but 1t was
strugegling vigorously for existence and was dally growing in
strength, Had it not been snuffed out by the Bolsheviks on
7 November 1917, the Russian people would very likely today be
enjoying the life of free men instead of merely existing as the
oppressed subjects of a tyrannical and despotic regilme, unparalleled
in history, in which all thought and effort are exerted for the
well-being of the Communist Party and its members and none for the
ordinary cltizen.

It is too often forgotten that the Bolshevik Revolution was
not directed against the autocratlic Tsarist regime which had for
centuries oppressed the Russian people (though Tsarist oppression
was liberty compared to the oppression imposed by the Communists),
but agalnst a democratic government which had freed Rusgsia from
Tsarist rule by means of the filrst 1917 revolution (the February
Revolution) and which was laboring to bring the beneflts of
democracy and liberty to the people. It was thils regilme which
was overthrown by the Bolshevik (i.e., the October) Revolution
of 7 November 1917.

The February Revolution was a spontaneous, moderate movement
which sought to replace the incompetent and autocratic govern-
ment of the Tsar with a more effective, representative and pro-
gressive liberal regime. During 1ts existence from February to
October, this Provisional Government, despite the turmoill of
war and the attendant economic and social upheavals and diffi-
culties, as well as the manifold problems inherent in any radical
change of government, made great and steady progress towards 1ts
goals. The government reflected the deepest desires of the
great mass of the Russian people and therefore commanded the
cooperation of all the principal political parties then exlsting--
Socialist, Soclal Democratic (Menshevik), Social Revolutilonary,
and Constltutional Democratic (Cadet).

The only party which refused to cooperate with the Provisional
Government was the very small, but fanatlic, Bolshevlk Party.
Only the Bolsheviks endeavored to obstruct the efforts of the
new regime and to prevent it from functioning effectively. They
were not concerned with the welfare of the people but only with
securing power for themselves. Therefore, since they them-
gelves had not carrled out the February Revolution and did not
then control the government, they deprecated it and pretended
that it was simply a front for the ruling classes. And since the
new regime professed Socialist rather than Marxist ideals and
goals, they declared that the interests of the common people were
being betrayed.
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Using these hypocritical charges.as a Jjustification for theilr
obstructionist, conspiratorial, and undermining activities, the
Bolsheviks, from the Dbeginning, systematically sabotaged the
government and its efforts. For they knew that only by prevent-
ing the realization by the government of its liberal program
could they create a situation in which they could seize the power
they so desperately craved. To this end, the Bolsheviks delib-
erately sowed discord, suspiclon, and mutiny among the people and
army. At tThe same time they presented themselves to the Russian
people as the only true protectors of the revolution and endeavored
to win support by making wildly extravagant promiges (none of
which were fulfilled after they seized power?.

In particular the Bolsheviks exerted every possible effort
(successfully, as it turned out) to capture control of the soviets--
workerst?!, peasants', and soldiers' councils--which had sprung up
all over Russia. Control of the soviets proved, in fact, to be
the basis for the Bolshevik success in October, for the soviets
exerclsed enormous power., The Petrograd Soviet at first and then
later the Central Executive Committee of the All-Russian Congress
of Soviets exercised power almost as extensive as that held by
the Provisional Government itself. There was, in fact, virtually
a dual government in Russia.

It cannot be denled that the govermment, by permitting this
sharing of power, helped materially to dig its own grave; but
1t 1s also proof that the government was sincere in its efforts
to reflect the will of the people and to associate them in the
processes of govermment. Certalnly 1t was a far different
sltuation than that mow prevailinmg im Russia in which the Commu-
nist Party exercises a monopoly of political power while the
ordinary citizen has no rights but only the duty to obey what-
ever orders the Party issues.

The above statements can easily be verified, for the truth
1s revealed by the actions of the Provisional Government during
the period of light (February to October) to bring freedom and
democracy to Russila, and by the amctions of the Bolsheviks during
the same perlod to prevent this from happenlng, as the attached
chronology shows,
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Date* Date*
(014 Style) (New Style)
26 Feb 11 Mar
27 Feb 12 Mar
27 Peb Hm Mar
1 Mar 14 Mar
2 Mar 15 Mar

2 Mar 15 Mar

March 1917

Event
Tsar orders Duma dissolved

The February Revolution

Soviet of Workers' and Soldiers!
Deputies organized in Petrograd

Petrograd Soviet issues its
Order No. 1

Abdication of Tsar Nicholas on
behalf of self and son

Establishment of Provisional
Government under Prince Lvov

Comment

The beginning of the light of freedom. The

Duma refused the Tsar's order to dissolve and
instead set up a 12-man Executive Committee under
Rodzianko to exercise governmental power.

The order provided for (1) establishment of sgol-
dier's committees in-each unit; (2) each unit

to obey political decisions of its soviet; (3)
orders of milltary commission of Duma to be
obeyed only if not contradictory to orders of
the Petrograd Soviet; (%) soviets to take con-
trol of all weapons.

Kerensky, a Sociallist, who was also vice-president
of the Petrograd Soviet, became Minister of
Justice. The government's first act was to decree
civil liberties: general amnesty for all political,
religious, and military prisoners; freedom of
speech and press, and freedom for strikes and
unions; abolition of all soclal, religious, and
national distinctions; pledge to convene a Con-
stituent Assembly; elections to be based on uni-
versal suffrage; soldiers to have full civil
rights when not on active duty. These measures
were hardly those of an autocratic regime; as the
Bolsheviks termed the Provisional Government.

None of these rights have ever been enjoyed in
Rusgia since the Communists seized power.

* The Julian Calendar, which was 13 days behind the @dmmOWMm:.omwmsmmwh wag used in Russia throughout 1917. The

fAreearian (alendar was officially adopted on 1/14 February 1918.

For clarity both dates are shown for each

s
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PROLOGUE TO INFAMY: A CHRONOLOGY OF
COMMUNIGM' 8 FIROL YEAR OF POWER

November 7, 1957 will mark the Loth anniversary of Com-
munist rule in Russia. Already the Soviet propaganda machine
has begun to spew forth reams of material in connection wilth
that event, most of it designed to point up the "miraculous"
changes for the better which the Communists have gucceeded in
effecting in Russia during their years of power.

Communist propaganda, both in general and that currently
being issued, impliles, 1f it does not explilcltly claim, that
the advent of Communism in 1917 was the regult of unanimous
demand and support by the peoples of the areas which today
constitute the Soviet Union; that immediately upon their
assumption of power, a veritable paradise on earth was created
which has, since then, constantly increased in perfectlon.

The truth is, however, that 1n November 1817 the Communists
(or Bolsheviks as they were then called) were but a small minor-
ity who imposed its rule by force; that the peoples of vast
sections of Russia hated Communism and resisted the Communists
t£o the limits of thelr ability; that almost all of the non-
Russlan peoples of the Russian Empire attempted to exercise
the right of gself-determination (which the Bolsheviks hypo-
eritically had promised to recognize) and to establish independent
states, only to have thelr efforts suppressed by Red Army
aggression; that Rusgia, far from becoming a paradise, was
converted into one huge Jall which was the scene of warfare,
tyranny, famine, insurrection and carnage.

About 350 years ago, Shakespeare wrote in one of his plays,
The Tempest, that "what 1s past is prologue,” meaning that
The past actions of a nation are an indication of what 1t will
do in the future. In view of the Communists! 40-year record
of unparalleled despofilsm, aggression, pad-faith, cruelty and
hypocrisy, there can be no doubt that these same elements will
characterize Soviet actlons in the future. The maxim is equally
valid when projected backward in time. That is, the record
of the Communists during their flrst year in power provided a
reliable indication of what was to follow during the ensuring
39 years. The illegality, treachery, bad-failth, aggression
and tyranny practiced by the Communists Iin 1917-1918 was but
the prologue to 39 more years of the same which differed only
1n detail and degree but not in essence, as the attached
chronology will show.
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Date

3 March
10 March

12 March

14 March

15 March

25 March

2 April

2-5 April

22 April

22 April

Marech 1918

Event

Treaty of Brest-Litovsk signed
Soviets ratify Treaty of Brest-Litovsk

Governmment and party headguarters
moved to Moscow

Bolshevik attack on Bukhara

Fourth All-Russian Congress of Soviets
approves Treaty of Brest-Litovsk

Byelorusslan Declaration of Independence

April 1918

Sovnarkom decrees compulsory exchange
of commodities for grain

Baku Muslims massacred by Armenian
Dashnaks under direction of Ispolkom
(Executive Committee of the Baku

_ Soviet)

Transcaucasian Republic proclaims its
independence .

Entire adult population of the Soviet
Union made liable for compulsory
military and labor service

Signifilcance

From this time on the Kremlin became the symbol
of Communist tyranny and oppression.

The Red forces under Kolesov were defeated by
local patriots and were compelled to retreat to
Tashkent on 18 March.

By 1 January 1919, invading Communist forces had
seized control and Byeleorussian independence
came to an end.

Peassant resistance to Communist measures led them
to withold crops, so the Communists took coercive
measures to solve the serious food shortage that

had arisen.

Because the Baku Muslims were strongly anti-
Communist, the Soviets, as they had done 1n
Kokand, chose to destroy what they could not
control.

The Communists had condemned the "slave" economy
under the Tsars. Now they themselves introduced
forced labor. Since this time no Russian worker
has been free to choose his own job but has had
to work where the government orders. The Soviets
later expanded the system to create a real slave
labor force under OGPU (later NKVD) direction.

L]
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Date

22 April

23 April

25 April

27 April

28 April

9 May

11 May

11 May

16-19 May

April 1918

Event

Foreign trade nationalized
Reds arrest members of Kazan Shura
(Assembly) who voted for autonomy

Officers of All-Russian Muglim Movement
arrested in Ufa

CEC (All-Russian Central Executlve Com-
mittee) abolishes right of inheritance

Don Voisko Republic established

May 1918

CEC decrees food dlctatorship; estab-
lishes system of forced . food deliveries

Delegates to the Don Krug (Assembly),
meeting in Novocherkassk, elect
General Krasnov as Ataman (Chief Executive)

North-Caucasian Federation declares its
independence

Red Army revolt at Saratov

Significance

The Kazan Tatars were another Muslim people who

attempted to exercise the right of self-
determination only to meet with Communist suppression.

Another violation of the 7 December pledge not to
disturb Muslim customs and traditions, since for
Muslims inheritance is a matter regulated by

religious law.

The Cogsacks of the Don were not basically opposed
to remaining a part of Russia, but they most
emphatically did not wish to be part of a Russia
ruled by the Communists.

Communist rule had resulted in famine conditlons
by May 1918. To solve the problem, the govern-
ment instituted eompulsory food delivery quotas
for peasants without regard for the fact of
whether or not the gquota left the peasant with
enough food for his own needs. This quota system
pesulted in the starvation of millions of peasants
during the collectivization drive in the 1930's.

»
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